
Official Communication for July 10, 2014 
 

Important Information for All Members as a result of 
the 2014 International Moose Convention 
 
1. All recommended General Law revisions were approved by the membership during 

the votes taken Monday, June 23rd.  Key changes that impact most Moose members 
include: 
 
a. The option of reducing the number of Lodge Officers.  Currently, the General 

Laws provide for three Trustees to be on the Board.  The revision gives our 
lodges the choice between the current officer configuration and reducing the 
number of Trustees from three down to one.  Dispensation from the General 
Governor’s Office is required prior to reducing the number of Trustees. 

b. Co-sponsorship between men and women.  Members of the Loyal Order of 
Moose can now sponsor women into the Women of the Moose, and vice 
versa.  Despite this change, the sponsorship rules still require an endorser from 
the lodge or chapter, as well as the review and approval of all candidates.   
 
Further, with the change in sponsorship policy, all individuals over the age of 21 
are now considered candidates; therefore the guest policy of two visits before 
membership is required applies to all individuals, including lady friends of male 
members and gentlemen friends of female members.  The only exceptions are 
spouses of current members, who still have no limits to the number of times they 
may visit. 
 
Both revisions will not go into effect until Friday, August 1st, however, as 
adjustments to Moose International processes need to be made to accommodate 
the change.  

c. Expired Members can now re-enroll after six months.  Expired members who do 
not wish to retain their prior years of service in the Fraternity may now re-enroll 
into a Lodge after six months.  They must complete an application, mark it as a 
re-enrollment and submit it with all applicable fees.  Only a Lodge vote is needed 
to re-enroll back into their previous Lodge; while an application review and Lodge 
vote is needed to re-enroll into a different Lodge. 
 
This revision also will not go into effect until Friday, August 1st, however, as 
adjustments to Moose International processes need to be made to accommodate 
the change. 



d. The Lodge hall or home may now be rented by members for business purposes. 
This provides another avenue for the Lodge to raise funds needed for 
operations.  A dispensation by the General Governor is still required on these 
occasions. 

e. New General Laws books are already in production 
Updates are already being made to the hard copy version of the General Laws, 
but printing and distribution will take a minimum of several weeks to 
complete.  Each Lodge will automatically receive 12 copies of the updated 
book.  Online updates will be available in 7 – 10 days in the General Governor’s 
section of the Moose website (www.mooseintl.org) 
 

2. The Director General Announces a new Supreme Council Lodge Grant Program 
 
a. The Supreme Council has designated up to $1,000,000 per year for the next 

three years to fund a Lodge Grant Program designed to help Lodges repair, 
replace and upgrade equipment, facilities and systems at their Lodge 
homes.  The Grants, which do not have to be repaid, will be distributed in 
amounts ranging from $500 - $25,000.  This money cannot be utilized to pay 
taxes, past bills, loans or other commitments.  The goal is to make our Lodges 
more attractive and functional for current and prospective members. 

b. Information and access to an electronic application will automatically be 
distributed to all Lodges during the week of July 27th via an Official 
Communication, and materials will be posted online in the Members Only section 
of the Moose International website during that same week.  Applications may be 
submitted starting August 1st with a cut-off date of October 31st.  Funds will begin 
to be distributed as early as January 5th. 
 

3. A New Member Orientation Program will be made available in August 
 
a. The program, complete with a new 15 minute video, was previewed during 

several breakout sessions during the International Convention.  Also to be 
included are video presentations of the Lodge and Moose Legion Rituals. 

b. The entire package, including outline, scripts, videos (DVD format), etc. will 
automatically be sent to all Lodges in August.  The video will also be posted to 
the Moose International YouTube video site by the end of July. 

  



4. Convention Breakout Session Materials Available Online 
 
a. In response to numerous member requests, the scripts and/or PowerPoint 

presentations from most of the breakout sessions held during the Las Vegas 
convention are now available for review on the www.mooseintl.org website: 
http://www.mooseintl.org/portal/Convention/2014LasVegas/Default.asp  
 

5. Moose Journalism Award Winners now Online 
 
a. The Moose International Communications Committee is pleased to announce the 

winners of the 2013-14 Moose Journalism Awards!  To see a complete listing of 
award winners visit 
http://www.mooseintl.org/portal/communications/journalismawards.asp.   

 
Congratulations to all the winners, especially John Matis of Arlington (VA) Moose Lodge 
#1315, who received the award for Overall Excellence for Newsletters. 


