
Moose Legion Recognition Dinner 
 
The Moose Legion Recognition Dinner should be held in January, which is designated as Moose 
Legion Honor Month.  This event provides an ideal opportunity to honor those Brothers who hold this 
degree.  It would also be appropriate to designate any Moose Legionnaires who have been conferred 
during the previous calendar year as “guests of honor” for the event.   
 
 
History: 
 
The Moose Legion, known as “The Degree of Service”, is the oldest of the higher degrees of the 
Loyal Order of Moose, has the largest membership of any of the higher degrees, and is easily the 
most active from a fundraising standpoint.  It was founded in 1913 as the “Mooseheart Legion of the 
World”, and was created for the purpose of providing Loyal Order of Moose members with an 
additional avenue of support for the building of our “Child City”.  The first major project of the 
Mooseheart Legion was to raise $6,000 to purchase the nucleus of the original Holstein cattle herd.  
In 1916, the Mooseheart Legion became a co-ed organization, which was headlined as the 
“Mooseheart Legion for Men and Women”.     
 
In 1922, the Mooseheart Legion agreed to undertake the purchase and initial development of a 63-
acre retirement community in Florida, which would be named Moosehaven.  For many years, 
residency was only open to those who held membership in the Mooseheart Legion.  The degree 
underwent another change in 1931, when the Women of the Moose was organized.  The name was 
subsequently changed to the “Legion of the Moose” and remained as such for 60 years, until the 
name was changed to Moose Legion in 1991.  
 
The Moose Legion continues to be the financial underpinning behind many of the fraternity’s projects 
and capital improvements.  Portions of membership dues provide funding for Mooseheart’s Camp 
Ross and the Moosehaven Seniors Medical Fund.  There is an annual project funded collectively by 
all Moose Legion units, and in recent years, an additional project that has been promoted by the 
International Moose Legion President during his term of office has received outstanding support.  
Moose Legion units also fund the scholarships that are awarded at the Moose International Youth 
Awareness Congress each year, which total $30,000. 
 
While the Moose Legion continues to come through on these endeavors, the primary focus of 
fundraising for members of the Degree of Service continues to be the Mooseheart/Moosehaven 
Endowment Fund.  The Endowment Fund was created by the Moose Legion in 1913 and was called 
the “Penny Fund”.  Its initial goal was to raise one million dollars.  More than one hundred years and 
millions of dollars later, the support of the Endowment Fund has not wavered.  And if history is any 
indication, it never will. 
 
 
Decorations: 
 
Despite the fact that Moose Legionnaires wear maroon blazers as part of their regalia, the official 
colors of the Moose Legion are red, white and purple, with purple being predominant.  Table 
centerpieces could feature Moose Legion tahs (if available) as a reminder of our history.  Pennies 
would also be appropriate decorations to stress the importance of the Mooseheart/Moosehaven 
Endowment Fund. 
 
A copy of the history of the degree could be placed at each table setting.  It could be printed on 
parchment paper, rolled and tied with a purple ribbon.     



Invitations: 
 
In addition to all Moose Legionnaires who hold active membership in the Lodge, invitations should be 
extended to the Boards of Officers of both the Lodge and the Chapter.  Additional invitations can be 
sent to Moose Legionnaires from surrounding Lodges, as well as the Board of the Directors of the 
Moose Legion jurisdiction with which the Lodge is affiliated. 
 
 
Dinner Program: 
 
Have the evening’s emcee give a brief history of the degree.  Each Moose Legionnaire in attendance 
should be introduced, including the year in which the member was conferred with the degree.  A 
keynote speaker would certainly be appropriate.  The keynote speaker could be the President of the 
Lodge’s Moose Legion jurisdiction, an International Moose Legion Ambassador, the Moose Legion 
Area Manager, a member of the Moose Legion Council, or a Past Grand North Moose/Past 
International Moose Legion President.   
 
If the Lodge has one or more members who have been conferred with the degree in the past year, 
he/they should be given the opportunity to make some comments as the “guests of honor”. 


